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Notes from Chairman Corrie Grové
OUR NEXT MEETING WILL BE ON APRIL 9TH (NOT 
ON APRIL 2ND) The Master Gardeners' tomato and 
chili plants sale will be on the 2nd and that will be 
the time to get your tomato plants for this season.

Since our meeting in February a few things hap-
pened to tell you about.

Firstly. by now we should all be ready to brag about 
our grafting successes this year, my 15 or so grafts 
did very well. In spite of the frosts where I live I 
have for the first time a few different citrus fruits. I 
used overhead spraying after midnight, on frosty 
nights, every 2 hours for 2 minutes each time using 
my watering timer.

As expected, the weeds are growing well in the Her-
itage Orchard and this continues to be the hardest 
thing for us to contend with. We need to have the 
weeds short in order to clean and re-activate the 
watering system to be ready for dry weather. We 
are working with the Park on this; they unfortu-
nately have their own restrictions and shortages 
(John Marin had shoulder surgery) but are trying to 
get to the issue. Actually we are considering instal-
lation of buried PVC piping and solid, substantial 
sprayers that can withstand the hazards of weeding 
and vandalism, so that we do not have to do this 
repair every year. This will be a major task requiring 
a lot of help from volunteers. Any good ideas on 
this would be very welcome.

By the way, do not forget to visit the three interest-
ing orchards at Prusch Park.

We had one Saturday morning in the Heritage 
Orchard since our last meeting, THANK YOU TO THE 
VOLUNTEERS WHO CAME OUT. We mainly cut the 
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eally large weeds and in particular along the 
rapes so that Nick Lolonis could install a new 
tronger support wire. One owl house was erected 
n a high pole and we are now waiting for our first 
wl tenant to move in. We would like to have owls 
n the Park to reduce the gopher population. Karl 
nd Ken built the owl house, and Ken and Sarah 
rranged for it to be installed.

ick and helpers have been very active with the 
rapes. They were pruned, sulphur sprayed, and as 
entioned before a new high strength support wire 
as installed, this was a big job.. John Orton was 
he main helper here, also Ken and Aline. I heard 
hat Doron and Todd did some pruning also, THANK 
OU EVERYBODY. Please have a look at the pro-
osed revised bylaws which has been under consid-
ration for a good while, I did the compilation of 
hese by studying the bylaws of two other horticul-
ural organizations, the input of a few of the Board 
embers plus some personal experiences. The 
oard members are giving these a final review and 
fter their approval the membership will have an 
pportunity to discuss them and if satisfied approve 
hem. I would like for membership discussion at the 
pril meeting. Please participate in the sub-tropical 
ruit survey in this issue, which Nick started, the 
esults will be available to all of us and to the public 
fter compilation by Dietrich Gage.

e had an effective exhibit at the SF Flower Show 
n the Cow Palace which opened on March 16th. Our 
xhibit was a small one in the educational area right 
t the entrance door. We had many visitors inter-
sted in fruit growing visit us which provided the 
pportunities to promote CRFG and our chapter.

he Booth was tended by members of the Santa 
Clara and the Golden Gate Chapters. Saeko took 
charge of this event and is thanked and congratu-
lated for a superb contribution to the CRFG.  She 
did all the work herself including finding plants and 
installing them in our booth. Many days of her time 
went into planning this display including many trips 
to the Cow Palace by car, BART and bus from Fre-
mont. THANK YOU ALL WHO TENDED THE BOOTH.   
�
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Regular meetings of the Santa Clara 
Valley Chapter of the California Rare 
Fruit Growers are held at Prusch Park, 
located at the intersections of Highways 
280/680 and 101 in San José. The 
address is 647 S. King Road.

From Highways 280/680 going south, 
take the King Rd. exit going south. Pro-
ceed south on King Rd. to the first traf-
fic light past the freeway. Turn right into 
Prusch Park.

From Highway 101, take the Story Rd. 
exit going east to King Rd. Turn left and 
continue to the first traffic light. Turn 
left into Prusch Park.

280

680

King Rd.

Story Rd.

101

Prusch Park
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DIRECTIONS TO PRUSCH PARK

Master Gardeners of Santa Clara County
Eleventh Annual Spring Garden Market
Saturday, April 2, 2005 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

Rain or Shine
What will be at the Master Gardeners sale this year? How about......

• 80 varieties of heirloom tomatoes
• 70 varieties of chile peppers – hot, mild and sweet from around the world
• 15 varieties of basil
• 6 varieties of eggplant

In addition we'll have other herbs, annuals, perennials, and ornamentals for sale, as well as an assort-
ment of UC books and publications — and plenty of garden related info!

As always, there will be helpful Master Gardeners available to answer your plant related questions. Stop 
by our Plant Clinic Table with your questions. Feel free to solicit help in choosing the tomato and/or chile 

plants just right for you by asking one of the Master Gardeners in the sales area.

Santa Clara Valley Chapter Calendar of Events

April 2 Prusch Park Tomato and chili plant sale by the Master Gardeners. The CRFG may 

have a promotional/educational booth and offer plants for sale.

April 9 (Saturday)

9:30 A.M.-4:30 P.M.

Prusch Park 9:30 A.M.—Orchard maintenance.

1 P.M.—Regular member’s meeting: Topic TBA.
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Special Interest Groups within the Chapter Sini Falkowski

continued on back cover
Some of the old time members may or not 
recall that the Santa Clara Valley Chapter at a 
regular meeting split up in discussion groups 
according to member interests. Of the groups 
emerged three subgroups to the Chapter. One 
was a Tropical/subtropical group led by Katie 
Wong, another was the Propagation group led 
by Doron Kletter and a third was the Hybridiza-
tion group led by Ron Klootwyk and Andy Mari-
ani. Our Chapter chair, Corrie Grové, has asked 
these groups to give an update to the Chapter 
as many of the new members don't know that 
these groups even exist.

The status of the Subtropical group is that it 
has been inactive for the past few years but is 
in the process of being revived. See Corrie 
Grové about revival of this group. The Propa-
gation group is still active with the propagation 
being done by Doron. Most of the stone fruit 
and citrus trees that we have sold to our mem-
bers have come from this group. The purpose 
is to distribute rare varieties to the members 
so they will not be lost in the future. If you are 
interested in more information regarding this 
group, please contact Doron Kletter.

Among the Hybridization group's objectives is 
to develop a white-fleshed apricot variety or 
© California Rare Fruit Growers, Inc. Santa Clara Va

2005 OFFICERS &

Director Chair Corrie Grové 650
Vice Chair Nancy Garrison 408
Secretary Cathy Berwaldt 650
Treasurer Jeffrey Wong 650
Director Nick Lolonis 650
Director Sarah Sherfy 408
Director Saeko Izuta 510

2005 COMMITTE

Heritage Orchard Ken Sherfy 408
Program Chair Nancy Garrison 408
Librarian Doron Kletter 650
Propagation Chair Doron Kletter 650
Fruit Leaf Editors Todd Kennedy 415

Bob Allen 650
Membership Sarah Sherfy 408
Hospitality Chair Saeko Izuta 510
Volunteers Chair Aline Bier 650
varieties that will produce reliably in local cli-
mates, donut-type nectarines, and interspecific 
hybrid or "Duke" cherries that have both high 
sugar and high acid levels, a combination that 
is hoped will produce cherries with more depth 
and complexity in flavor.

The Hybridizers' Group is dedicated to enjoying 
fruit at a new level of appreciation. It is one 
thing to grow good fruits and enjoy consuming 
them. It is something else to actually create 
new fruits so that others may grow and enjoy 
them.

Recently the group has revitalized itself by 
leasing 1.5 acres of land to plant out their F1 
and F2 (first and second generation) seedlings 
which include many white-fleshed apricot 
seedlings, flat or donut peaches and nectar-
ines, honey peaches and hybrid cherry seed-
lings, in acreage which they plan to lease on a 
yearly basis. The land has been disked and a 
second disking is being planned. An irrigation 
expert is coming out to design a suitable sys-
tem. Within a month or two the F1 and F2 
seedlings will be planted out. These seedlings 
have been sitting in pots and need to stretch 
lley Chapter Newsletter 3 �

BOARD MEMBERS

-372-0516 freestate@juno.com
-298-5828 nancyg2@aol.com
-856-1357 cberwaldt@hotmail.com
-424-9664 jeffrey.wong@itv.com
-574-0998 flolonis@yahoo.com
-846-5373 sherfy@us.ibm.com
-299-2813 s.izuta@sbcglobal.net

E CHAIRPERSONS

-846-5373 sherfy@myrealbox.com
-298-5828 nancyg2@aol.com
-571-1258 kletter@impact.xerox.com
-571-1258 kletter@impact.xerox.com
-664-8851
-949-0280 boballen@stanfordalumni.org
-846-5373 sherfy@us.ibm.com
-299-2813 s.izuta@sbcglobal.net
-343-4940 alibier@rcn.com
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TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL FRUIT SURVEY
Citrus, avocados, cherimoya, sapotes, etc.

CRFG – Santa Clara Valley Chapter – March 2005

Name:_____________________________ Town:__________________________________

Tel No :__________________________________ E-mail____________________________

General Question Your Answer

Discuss your climate with refer-
ence to your fruit, e.g., winter too 
cold or too hot, summer too short 
or too cold, frost problem, short-
age of sun, etc

Your soil type: circle as applicable Loam, sandy, clay, rocky, shallow, deep, _________________

Acidic, alkaline, neutral

Drainage: good, fair, poor.

Your watering habits: frequency, 
deep or shallow watering

Your fertilizer habits: frequency, 
types etc.

List of tropical and sub-tropical 
fruits you grow successfully

Provide details on next page

List of tropical and sub-tropical 
fruits you tried but failed due to 
your location.

Provide details on next page

Serious diseases and problems: 
what you have and how you fight 
them
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TROPICAL AND SUB-TROPICAL FRUIT SURVEY
CRFG – Santa Clara Valley Chapter – March 2005

No. Common name

Variety

Rootstock

Standard/Dwarf

Fruit quality

0=None, to

5=Excellent.

Notes

Diseases and treatments

Animals and pests

Do you recommend it or 
not?

Explain why
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continued from page 3
their roots. This will enable the trees to mature 
better so fair evaluation of the fruit can occur. 
With the coming of summer, the fun begins 
when the group harvests the fruit, yum, and 
saves all the seeds to plant out the next gener-
ation of hybridization. Of course, these seeds 
must be prepared and stratified before plant-
ing. When the radicle shows from the seeds 
they are ready to be potted up in 8 inch grow-
pots until they are large enough to go into the 
ground.

The group already has a success in the Kit 
Donnell peach. We plan to have the Propaga-
tion group graft up this tree to be sold to the 
membership. The group is working on another 
seedling that shows great promise and this 
summer will go into extensive tasting via our 
expert tasting panel. It is a Crawford type 
peach but more prolific, larger and with good 
color. If all goes well the group plans to name 
this peach after Maria Plekhanova who was a 
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION
ADDRESS CHANGE NOTIFICATION

2005 DUES NOTICE
Last Chance to Renew

Please check your label!! If it says "2004", your 
membership has expired, and this is your last 
newsletter. For those who receive the newslet-
ter electronically, I have sent reminders for 
renewal thru email. There are still quite a few 
of you who haven't yet renewed. Please send 
your check for $10.00 dues to SCVC/CRFG, 
using the return address on the outside mailer.

Sarah Sherfy
9140 Paseo Tranquillo
Gilroy, CA 95020
408-846-5373

Thanks,

Sarah
horticulture professor at the Vavilov Institute in 
Russia. Maria has recently passed on to a 
greater orchard.

The original group which consisted of about ten 
to twelve folks has melted away to about five 
or six. Some are more active than others. The 
mission plan of the group was to try to develop 
new varieties of stone fruits for the home gar-
den. The Kit Donnell peach has been planted in 
a few of our members' gardens, Mrs. Donnell's 
garden and it will be planted in the Heritage 
Orchard. Also scion wood was available at the 
Scion Exchange.

If you are interested in more information about 
joining the Hybridization group, please con-
tact: sinif@sbcglobal.net or (408) 446-1992. �
CRFG—Santa Clara Valley Chapter
9140 Paseo Tranquillo
Gilroy, CA 95020
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